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21 South Clark Street, Suite 2900 
Chicago, IL 60603 
 
Dear Ms. Lastname: 

Since earning a PhD from the University of Chicago in Computational Neuroscience and in my position as a Postdoctoral 
Research Associate, I am strongly motivated to leverage my academic and research background to solve problems at the 
intersection of business and science.  As I come to the completion of my postdoctoral position, I am seeking opportunities 
that will best marry my strengths and interests, which is my driving force to pursue consulting, particularly with McKinsey. I 
am submitting my application as an APD Associate candidate with McKinsey & Company.    

I have had conversations with McKinsey consultants, including [Names].  They have shared the necessary capabilities of an 
Associate and how the scientific training of a PhD has great application to pursuing an understanding of client problems and 
defining solutions.  They shared client experiences that demonstrated the need for an inquisitive nature, problem solving 
skills, and attention to detail. I am enthusiastic that McKinsey seeks PhDs due to recognition that these are the same 
important attributes found in the researcher.   

As you consider my application, I would like to highlight the following: 
• Passion at the intersection of business and science to drive solving complex problems:  Curiosity drove me from an 

early age and the brain was the ultimate machine.  While seemly simple in structure, it produced vast complexity. My 
research has leveraged structured frameworks for problem solving, focused on devising successful experiments in the 
development of neuroprosethetic devices and Phase II clinical drug trials for the treatment of autism.  My work has 
exposed me to the need for large pharmaceutical and medical device companies’ work to stimulate innovation and 
strategic pursuits to commercialize this type of research. My research resulted in a successful Phase II clinical trial, 
transition to the regularly approval process, and 4 publications in competitive journals on autism.     

• Leadership to foster teamwork and drive change:  My personal experiences have shaped my interpersonal skills and 
gaining a broad appreciation of being a person who influences and drives change.  As an undergraduate student at 
Brown, my classmates and professors pushed me to expand my thinking and establish strong perspectives in my field of 
study.  I lived abroad for many years in Switzerland and interacted with diverse people from around the world.  I have 
harnessed these experiences to lead in my current post-doctoral role where I oversee a 5-member team of clinical 
researchers from varying backgrounds.  I recently led a complex transition to a new, out-of-state university where our 
Research Lead took a new position.  I managed through the team’s uncertainty and setup of the new lab, and ensured our 
research continued on track. 

• Personal impact and achievement to create lasting change:  My determination as a student and scientist drove me to 
pursue deep studies in my field, at leading institutions with recognized scientists.  My pursuit of a post-doctoral position 
was motivated by an opportunity to work with a leading researcher studying autism and investigate this increasingly 
prevalent and challenging disorder.  I also have pursued opportunities to fill gaps I identified in the area of professional 
development for PhDs.  I took the initiative to found the Biotech Association at the University of Chicago after seeing 
needs for PhD career education.  Additionally, I advised a nascent graduate student consulting club at UIC focused on 
expanding career opportunities, and creating workshops and interview preparation for masters and PhD students.    

As a professional, I have distinguished myself by focusing deeply on problems of significance, applying my intellectual 
curiosity and analytic skills to identify solutions to problems, and working effectively to lead the team towards a solution.  
Academia and science are complex environments – I believe these experiences will serve as an excellent foundation to tackle 
the critical problems which McKinsey consultants face.   

Thank you for your consideration of my application.  I look forward to participating in the advanced degree interview 
process.     

 

Sincerely, 

Student Name 


